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Argumentation Notes #1

When we say “argument,” we really mean “_______________________________.”Argument is not in _______________; it is always responding _________________________________. With that said, we can believe that everything is an argument—just like the textbook posits. Every argument has 3 basic elements of importance—_____________, ______________, _______________.
What you need to know: 

How to approach an argument posed by another (writer)—







Reader
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Argument (essay/speech/article) is read 
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What was written/said prior to?


What might be written/said after?
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Infer what was said prior to 



spur on this writer.






Your own argument (See #3 below).
To what view is the author 


responding, and what is 

Motivating the writer’s thesis?
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   Why is the writer answering/addressing 

the subject this way? What is the writer’s main

claim? What is the author’s argument? Can you 

summarize and analyze the argument without

your own bias?  

[image: image7.png]







Now YOU can respond in 3 ways:

1. Analyze the writer’s argument.

a. Stay out of the conversation.

b. Discuss effectiveness

c. Discuss faulty logic/reasoning

d. Discuss canons of rhetoric and purpose

2. Respond to the writer’s argument.

a. Be part of the conversation

b. Agree, disagree, qualify

c. Add new information and insight but use examples from previous writer
3. Create/formulate your own argument.
a. Be part of the conversation.

b. Don’t address previous writer’s thoughts or ideas.

c. Create/formulate your own thesis with supporting evidence and ideas. Cite other sources as needed. 

Mrs. Ashley Moore

AP English Language
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